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Written for the Amuſement of, and 
* performed by, a ſelect Company, at 
24 a Seat of Diſtinction. © i 
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: CCEPT; Good Sir, the Tribute of an 

infant genius, diſuſed to tread theatric 
ground, though now impelled, by an am- 
bition bold and irrepreſſible as Engliſʒ Li- 
berty, to publiſh a few incoherent thoughts 
(thrown together for the private amuſe- 
ment of a ſelect circle) to give myſelf an 
opportunity of joining the general voice 
(notwithſtanding I can only p) in Wilkes's 
praife. I confeſs my modeſty * was ſo pre- 
valent, as to retard my every expectation of 


obtaining, for this little piece, the neceſ- 


ſary qualification for a public repreſentation, 
conſcious that the ſentiments would not 
bear the teſt of courtly eyes; but the works 


commited to an Eng/;/h preſs, being exempt 


from all previous 4en, of mortal, partial, 


timid man, I dared to venture abroad, un- 


der ſo great, ſo infallible a Sanction, as pa- 


triotiſm has indelibly n on young we 


lued name. 
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DEDICATION. 


Bo T, weak and incapable as I am to 
Sk you what you are, and leſt ] ſully that 
fame by my faint breathings (which even a 


mature genius cannot ſwell) J will endea- 


vour to atone, by my conciſeneſs, for every 
other deficiency,, and without a bluſh play 
the plagiariſt, and aſcribe to you ſingly 
what you poſleſs i in common with that no- 
ble Peer, whoſe name I would only wiſh, 
or dare to omit, for ſo juſt an application. 


"And 3 great Wil kes, een with thy 
* lateſt breath, _ 5 
© Shall feel thy ruling paſſion Mong in death, 
In that great hour, alike as in the paſt, 
0 fave my 0 Heaven ! ill be thy 


laſt. 
I am, 57 R, 
With due veneration and reſpect, 
1 vr moſt obedient Servant, 
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Muſt beg 3 to obſerve, that the fallaving 

little piece was not intended by the author for 
publication, but now committed to the preſs at 
the ſingular requeſt of ſome perſons of conſe- 
quence. Two female characters were introduced 
| to render the repreſentation more agreeable, but 
the author inſiſted upon obliterating their parts, 
j as he declared himſelf incapable of writing a 
dramatic piece, though he might be able to 
prove he poſſeſſed a Britiſh heart, on which alone 


he would depend, for a good reception _ his 


| countrymen. 
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Sir Jos CuransrcnT 


Eſp STEAD! FAST, | z 


Mr. Prianr, 


Mr. PLEaDweELL, 
Major TRUEMAN, 
Capt. WerLBeeD, _ 


Mr. HoPewELL,” . 


Mr. STMPER, 


Mr. HraRTGooD, . 


- 


J ERRY Hs anTGO0D, 
Mr. Net9 FULL, 


Sa Goos k, 


5 Richanp FeRvENT, 


W aiters, Se. 


SCENE, A Village. 


"OI Dramatis 


Perſonæ. 


Society, and Juſtice 
of the Quorum. 


GY Precedent of theClub or 


14 A neighbouring Gen- 


| tleman, | 
Curate of the Pariſh. 
An Attorney. 
A diſbanded Officer. 
_ Nephew ro the Baronet. 
An Apothecary. 
A Shop- "Keeper. 
A Farmer. 
A Sailor, and Nephew 
to the Farmer. 
A Baker. 
A Taylor. 


The Pariſh and Society | 
warn 
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ACT I. SCENE I. 
4 Club Room. 


Aſſembled, Sir 8 Clearſighe, Efes Stedfaſt, 
Mr, Plant, Mr. Hopewell, Mr. Simper, 
Farmer Heartgood, Sam n and Richard 


Fervent. 


[To them Mr. Pleadwell, introdating Major 
Trueman, 
PLEADWELL, | 


IVE me leave, Sir Jobn, to introduce Ma- 

jor Trueman, whom | informed you, ſome 
few days ago, was deſirous of becoming one of 
our little fraternity. 


Sir Johx, Shaking the Major*s band. 

It is a ſenſible pleaſure to, me, Sir, to have 
an e of obliging a gentleman of your 
profeſſion ; 
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8 The ENGLISH BRITONS. 


profeſſion ; we have long wiſhed to have a ſoldier 


of our community, as we unanimouſly revere a 
red coat, whoſe wearer can boaſt a Britiſh heart 


and Britiſh courage. 
M «or. 955 
I little expected to have found ſo valuable an 


eſtabliſhment in this remote quarter of the world. 
It is. to be lamented that our Zngh/s youths have 


not the encouraging advantage of ſuch ſocieties, 


as inſpiring them with thoſe noble ſentiments 
that conſtitute true heroiſm, would in all proba- 


bility, be the happy conſequence. 
„„ 
Believe me, Sir, the fop, whoſe only view in 
engaging in a military life, is the vanity of Atrut- 
ing the hero, or the coward, who would ſkreen 


his timid ſoul by a look of terror, we would be 


no leſs induſtrious to detect, than prompt to 


deſpiſe. But that man, whoſe gallantry has patri- 


otiſm for its foundation, whoſe defire is to humble 
the proud enemies of his country, of whatever 


nation or denomination, He is the object of our 


eſteem and higheſt approbation; and, as your 
conduct beſpeaks you ſuch, we hail you brother, 
and a welcome member of this ſociety of Eng- 
liſß Britons. 8 | 
g RN 

Hail! hail! a worthy brother. 
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| Major. 


Were ſuch unfading laurels prepared for every 


brow, what glowing emulation would all but 
daſtards feel? May I never forfeit the honor 
thus graciouſly confer'd upon me; but, living 
and dying, retain juſt pretenſions to that empha- 
tic title, the Engliſh Briton. 


| | Sir JOHN. 
Now to our ſeats. [They take their places.] I 
am, by being precedent of this ſociety, inveſted 


4 


with the peculiar privilege of declaring and ex- 


plaining our rules and foundation to each new 
member, by virtue of which cuſtom I require 
your attention, brother Trueman, for a ſhort ſea- 
ſon. | 
Eſq; STEADFAST, addreſſing the Major. 

We, Sir, abjure implicit acquieſcence, nor un- 
ſeaſonably expect an Engliſb judgment to approve, 
what an Engliſh heart does not comprehend. Rich- 
ard Feryent, clerk of the pariſh, clerk of the club, 
and keeper of the ſociety rules, I command you, 


in the name of our precedent, to produce and read 
them audibly and diſtinctly to our new brother, 


obſerving well the ſignal of commentation. 


RiIcHARD FeRvenT, reads with a tone. 


This ſociety of Britons was founded in the 
66: year fifteen. 


Sir Joan waves his hand, and Richard deſiſts reading. 


You ſee, Sir, we are not muſhrooms of a day. 
{To the Mayer. 


2 r * 


B RicHARD 


io The ENGLISH BRITONS. 


RicnarD reads. 
<« and preſerved that title until ſixty-three, with- 
out the addition of Engliſp. Judged neceſſary 
at that period to diſtinguiſh them from the 


* North Britons, a people in no reputation at this 
© ſociety's eſtabliſhment. 


„ Sir Jonx, waving his band. 
No one can deny that aſſertion. 


RICHARD reads. 
„It was appointed in ſome ſucceeding years, by 


ea general voice, that ſo long as the ſociety en- 


ce dures, the jeading toaſt, at every meeting 
„ ſhould be the Britiſh Hero.” 
| Sir Jonx. 
Pray, Major, whom, in your apprehenſion, 


merits that appellation! ? 


_ Eſq; STEaprFasT, modding at bis 1 
Ab, ah, we ſhall puzzle the commander. 


Majok. 
In my opinion, gentlemen, the illuſtrious Mar- 


quis of Granby has the beſt pretenſions to it. 


Mr. PLEADW ELI. 
He is indeed a noble officer, but nevertheleſs, 
my friend, you are moſt egregiouſly miſtaken. 
_ Major, | 
Perhaps your darling hero ſealed his 8 
faith with patriot blood, and nobly fell in the 


great cauſe of Exgliſp liberty. This was the fate 
of the brave departed W 91. v 
Sir 1 


he ENGLISH BRITONS. 11 
Sir Jonx. | 


3 Both the dead and living generals, you have 
. mentioned, are held in proper eſtimation by us; 
but we, nevertheleſs, cannot forget that Britain 
can boaſt a Royal Hero. In forty-five, what 
7 Enghiſh heart, but glowed with grateful attach- 
ment, to an Engliſh Prince, under whoſe conduct 
our armies were ſucceſsful, by whoſe courage re- 
. bellion was baniſhed to a foreign clime ? Shall 
ſuch heroic deeds be command only for a 
day: ? and ſhall the ſun, at its riſing, ſhed its 
7 brighteſt influence on an happy livered Tenge 
3 and ere its natural decline, veil its | 
abaſhed at their perfidious diſſertion of their great 


deliverer. 
= Major, bowing. 


I ſtand corrected, and with united voice and 
þ heart acknowledge the late forgotten injured 
* William. 

3 RIcHARD reads. | | 
. | On the table of this ſociety, no foreign diſh | 
Z e ſhall at any time have place, but its ess each 
0 + ſucceeding meeting, be graced with that highly 
; $ valued joint amongſt our Engliſb anceſtors, a 
q : J (cold) Beef Sir Loyn. 
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££ og 


rv 
7 


1 | Sir Joux. 
t i Engliſh appetites, Major Trueman, can only be 
Appeaſed by ſubſtance, Engliſomen never were ca- 
melions. 


4 


B 2 Riſa 


12 The ENGLISH BRITONS. _ 1 
RIcHARD reads. ; 


5 The grape of foreign growth is equally, with 

«< honeſt Engliſh pride, prohibited. The original 
e founders appointed Porter and Oder (native pro- 
„ ductions) for the uſe of the club, which appoint- 
ment was ſtrictly adhered to until the bills were 
paſſed for their taxation; the members then, at 
& an occaſional meeting, electing home-brewed 
* Mildo to ſucceed them. _ ® 


Sam Goosx. | 4 

An pleaſe your honours, I could tell a merry L 
tale about the cyder act. 4 
Sir Jonx. A 

It ſhall be heard, brother; to buſineſs and | 
mirth alternately are our evenings dedicated. It 
is the heart, Major Trueman, not the head, fa- 
mily or profeſſion, that we have reſpe& unto; * 
nor do we think our club degraded by the admiſ- 
ſion of the induſtrious loyal mechanic, whoſe * 
time and abilities are employed for our conveni- 
ence and accommodation. 1 


* 


Eſq; -STEADFAST. ; 

This is our argument, Major Trueman. Shall 4 
the cringing courtier have acceſs to each polite > 
aſſembly in our great metropolis, whillt the 'va- | 
luable handicraft of the village is brow-beaten 
by the unworthy indolent; and, inſtcad of be- 
ing permitted to ſpend his juſtly- gotten pence in 
an, 


* 
1 
>: 


1 
2 = 

10 

= 


i 
| 
=_ 
th 
« 
3 


9 
Is 


The ENGLISH BRITONS. 13 


| an amicable enjoyment of the: company of his 


more wealthy neighbour, is, by his inſolent pride, 


Z confined to a joyleſs ſolitary home, in thoſe hours 
Ss he could ſpare from his labour. 


Farmer. HART GOOD. 
Come, neighbour Gooſe, give us your flory ; 
you know you have his worſhip's permiſſion. 
Sau Goos z. 
0 Why, an pleaſe your honours, the very 


* women talk of acts of parliament as currently 


« as your honours. Now my wife, who, God 
« bleſs her, is an Herefordſhire woman every inch 
* of her, and knows to a tee how the ſhoe 


2 © pinches, had her next door neighbour, who 
comes out of the north, to tea with her yeſter- 


e day afternoon, and, as I ſat at work, I over- 


heard their whole diſcourſe. 


Sir Journ, | 
Native fimplicity has its graces, Major True- 


man, and the keeneſt ſatire flows from the feel- 
ing heart. | 


Sam Goost, 
« Neighbour Mack (as we call her) happened 


2 © to ſcatter ſome of her country duſt over the 


* bread and butter, which nifed my wife, and 
5: having the cyder act uppermoſt in her thoughts. 


9 441 wiſh for my part, ſays ſhe, the wiſe greas 


“ folks, when they were taxing, had laid 8 
«6 ſwinging 


/ 
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2 nes one upon Scotch ſnuff, and ſpared = 
3 Romo. manu facture of Herifordfvire. 


FarMER. 


Good, good. 


Sam Goos k. 55 
Upon this the Scorch woman began to ſplut- 
e ter in defence of this ſingle production of the 
North.“ I believe I am right, your honour, 
dene! is no other. 
Sir Jon. 
Not that I ever heard of, neighbour, 


| Sam Goosz. 5 
She made many ſpeeches not fit for me to 
mention beſore your honours: but at the long 
run, ſaid my wife (who, dear ſoul, is pretty paſ- 
ſionate) I tell you, ſays ſhe, that Scotch peers 
love the juice of the apple as well as our great 
_ grand-mother Eve did. She, poor woman, 
eat it to gain knowledge, but They ſqueeze it to 
ww gain wealth ; and I moreover ſay, that that 
act of parliament is no leſs the work of the 
devil than Eve's temptation was. Its true, 
4 your countrymen and their friends do not ſo 
« ſuddenly find the bitter conſequence as ſhe did, 
| 1 but it will overtake them by and by, remem- 
* ber I tell you ſo. Ah! added ſhe, clapping 
16 her hands in a ſcornful rage, the poor Here- 
e fordfire people's bread will never be taken away 
0 unpuniſhed.” This drove neighbour Mack 
| : | homg 
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home in a ſad taking, and they have not ſpoken 
to each other ſince. 


_ Eſq; STLADFATT. 


Take theſe five ſhillings, neighbour Gooſe, and 
give them to your wife; I love a woman of 


1 ſpirit, and hers 1s truly Ele. 


SAM Gcos k. 
Your honour's very gracious. 
| Sir Jonn. 


A Britt ſpirit, Major Trueman, however 
cramped by poverty, or unenlarged by educa- 
tion, cannot patiently brook the infringment of 
its liberty. The meaneſt Engliſb Briton is free 
born, and will not be enſlaved; and, if the men 
in power would not have the labourers voice 
againſt them, let them ſuffer the fruit of their 
labour to eſcape taxation. The apple-tree has 


flouriſhed, time immemorial, free as air; nor 


has the induſtrious hand of the planter, until 


ſixty-three, been compelled to pay an unreaſon- 


able exciſe for what mankind in general gather. 


Eſq; STEADFAST. . 
If taxes were levied only upon the ſuperfluities 


ol life, our Exchequers would be plentifully 
filled, and, in my opinion, luxury alone ſhould 
b be the tax of peace, But, as the evening is 
pretty far advanced, we muſt diſcuſs theſe points 


ſome 
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Pitt, an illuſtrious Granly, and that ſon of liberty, 
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fome future opportunities. Richard, proceed 
with the rules. 0 


Enter Waiter. 


WAITER. 
An pleaſe your honours, ſupper is upon table. 


Sir Joan. 


We muſt then poſtpone all buſineſs for a Kat 
time. Come, Major, you ſhall ſit by me, and 
the loyal glaſs ſhall circulate in honour of our 
king and country. Nor ſhall the long. forgotten 
hero of forty-five be neglected by us, but give 
the lead to our due commemoration of a ſhining 
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whoſe name adorns our liſt of Britzifh commoners. 
| [ Exennt omnes. 


End of the Firſt SCENE. 


SCENE 
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SCENE I. 


Enter JsRRy HEARTGOOD, a man following with 
a portmanteau. 


IERRV. 

EAR a hand, bear a hand, you lazy, lub- 
berly dog; muſt I bring too every minute 

for you? if you don't mind your hits, we ſhan't 


make the harbour before they'll have cleared ſhip 


and ſheer'd off. 
e Man. 


You are too hard, Maſter, you are too hard 
upon me; but, however, you are a generous 
merry heart, that's the truth. 


Jenny. 
What, mahap, you ben't willing to come a- 


long-fide a good meſs now, hah ? Ods-bobs, 


how I could trim it away, an I'd a ſtout diſh be- 
fore me. Come, come, no more lagging a ſtern, 
but let us crowd all the fail we can, and ſouce 


upon them juſt in the nick, or, mahap, we may 
” find but bad cheer. . 


Exit, finging hearts of oak, Sc. 
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SCENE the Club Room. 
The Company es before. 
Sir Jonun, + 


RICHARD, to your office. | 


; RICHARD. 
"BAR an pleaſe your Worſhip, I fkipris to 
the new and laſt rule on record; mahap the 


Major may chuſe to read them all privately, = 


if ” 


Sir Joun. 


With all my heart, Richard, the Major ſhall 
have a copy of the lift home with him, and pe- 


ruſe it at his leiſure; give us the laſt article | 
only. 


| RICHARD reads. 

* Each member ſhall hold all inquiſitors, their 
* emiſſaries, and the ſpirit by which they are 
« actuated, in the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſ- 
60 eee 


| Major. = 
With ſubmiſſion. This is an unneceſſary in- 


junction, as every ſpecies of injuſtice, cruelty and 


oppreſſion muſt naturally he repugnant to an Exg- 
liſh heart, and inquiſitions are inſtitutions unknown 


to happy Albion. 
Sir Jonn. 


That the vices you mention are originally of 


foreign os we readily acknowledge ; but, 
"bo 


my friend, there is ſuch a thing as forced culti- 


vation. What name ſhall we give to a late ac- 
tion of our own country, by which no leſs than 
fourteen Engliſhmen were hurried from their daily 


and proper occupations into unjuſt impriſonment, 
though equally innocent in intention as commiſ- 
ſion of the fact for which they were apprehend- 


ed? Shall the heart of a /abouring Briton be ſub- 


9 ject to ſuch undue terror, and his body become 
3 liable to the ſeizure of every blunderer, whether 
15 1 in reality dignified, or acting under the direction 

of dignified powers? I ſay, ſhall an Engliſhman, 
ſo palpably injured, find no redreſs? Shall mat- 
ters of law, in a nation of liberty, be oppoſe 
4 to ſelf-evident equity, and theſc illegal N 
3 eſcape with impunity. | 


FARMER, 
I expect my ſon Ferry down every hour, and 


he will bring us every particular of this affair, 
for he declared, in his laſt letter, it ſhould go 
hard with him but he would be an ear-witneſs of 
| 3 this cauſe of liberty. 


Mr. Nerprol. 


Sood lack! here he is. 


1 Jerry ruſhes into the Room, and having received his 


Father's Bleſſing, he looks round. 


JERRY, 


What cheer, what cheer, gentlefolks ? Odds 


4 heart, here's a jolly company of ye. 
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We have wiſhed for your arrival, as we pro- 
iniſe ourſelves a whole cargo of news, 


IxRRV. 


What, concerning the Guild- hall expedition ? 
O! 'twas glorious work ! 


Sir Joux. 
Tou was a ſpectator, was you ? 


Jenny, 


Ah, meſs, was I, and ne'er ſaw a tighter en- 


gagement in my born days: fuch tacking about, 
one minute ſheering off, then again bringing to ; 
ſuch falſe fire, ſuch grappling, ſuch boarding, 
and then ſhooring clear a-head. of one another; 
it would have done your heart good to have 


ſeen it. 
Mr. Pl IAN T. 


""W Sir, who got the day ? 


Jerry, viewing bim. 
Why, who are you, Sir, hah ? a Jacobite, or 
a Preſbyterian, or, mahap, a Roman Catholic, 
do you ſee? Howſever, let you be whom you 
will, I don't like your queſtion, 


Mr. PLTANT. 
I meant no offence, Sir. 


| Mahap you did xs let that paſs. 
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1. ſhould get the day, but the honeſt fellows 
. q chat fought for it, ſpite of all their fair weather- 
F 4 Y jocks, jawing and jawing it by the hour. They 


had not cleared their decks ſufficiently, ſo that, 


4 | being well-maned, was their greateſt impediment, 
j do you ſee, by running foul of one another. O! 
| ere was one tight frigate ſlid in amongſt them, 


„ 8 
We loſe a great ſatisfaction, Sir, in being un- 
acquainted with your ſea phraſes, Who may you 
mean by your frigate? 

37 JERRY. 1-4 

3 Why, ſo you are a-ground, hah ? Never 
2 grieve, man, the next tide will bring you off; 
you won't founder this time, I'Il warrant you. 


Eſa; STEADFAST. 
But won't you take a chair, Mr, Ferry ? 


Wo 35 8 


3 Thank you, thank you, Sir, for your courte- 
© ous offer, but I'd as leaf ſtand; but, as I was 
ſaying, could I talk your freſh water lingo, I'd 
ſoon make you underſtand the bearings and diſ- 
tances of the enemy while they were engaged. 
One, indeed, ſpoke mainly well about his Majeſ- 
Y ty, thof he was o' th' wrong ſide the queſtion ; 
1 but the little frigate, my lad, ¶ turning to the apo- 


| ht was GI—, ah ſerjeant Glyn, the beſt man 
1 by 


— — 
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by his talk, do you ſee, that ever ſteped between 
ſtem and ſtern. When he came along: ſide them 
there was bloody work. He is an heart of oak, 
I᷑Il warrant you; would he was an admiral, it 
| ſhould go hard but Ferry Hearigood would be un- 


der his command. 11 1 4 
{ | | Mr. PrlAx Tr. 1 
El Was it many hours, Sir, before it was FF : 
1: ˖ 3 
| __ cided? % 

| | Jenny. ö 
1 1 flood i in the gang way from nine in 1 fore- 


noon till nine at night, like a wreck, do you 
ſee, at the mercy of wind and weather. Some- 


. 
. 
F 
Meat So oro LE SI 


times to the leeward, ſometimes to the ſtarboard, 

| = as the head ſea run. There was no reſiſting 

if | | "Gs Johx. 4 
wh | yp . R 1 
What damages did they allow the e ' 
ii Jzrry. ” 
© |! I know nought of \your law jabber, not 1. 
| E There ſeemed to be a great ſmoke, and abun- * 


1 dance of ſmall ſhot flying from all quarters. At 3 
laſt, pop went a thundering ſpeech, and the look- 
| ers-on huzza'd; I join'd my voice, and, when 
; it was over, aſked one, who was a-head of me, 
what had been ſaid. He very civily told me the 
whole matter, which, to make ſhort of it, was, 
that 300 pounds, ſhould be given to one of the 
honeſt- fellows, and the wad ſtand to all da- 
mages. 


SicgJoun. 
It is as 5 expected. The ſpirit of liberty ſtill 


| exiſts in our happy iſle; and the poor man ſhall 
9 again, as in the days of our fore- fathers, ſit at 
caſe under his own vine, and under his own fig- 
ttee, nor ſhall oppreſſion's ſtrongeſt arm "ns 
him of one e ſheltering leaf. 


? 


"Jenny. 5 
The focond day's work was much cooler, and 


every one had elbow-room ſufficient, do you 
7 ſee. The ſpokſman, who kept the helm, low- 
2 ered his top: ſail, by AY off a third part of 
the mopuſſes. 


Mr. n 
| You ſeem an honeſt lad, Mr. Ferry, and I ſhould 
be glad to have you for a relation. What ſay you 
to my daughter for a wife. 


IERRx. 
1 ſhould not care to buy a pig in a poke, do 


you ſee; when ] have examined how ſhe's built 
and rigged, I'll tell you more of my mind. 


Mr. SIMPER. 


She'll like you very well, I dare ſay, when ſhe 
is acquainted with you. Perhaps ſhe may nat 


treat you quite ſo well at firſt as you may either 
expect or deſerve ; but it will be out of oppoſition 


to me, for girls love to c for themſelves in 
Y theſe days, 


JERRY, 
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IxxRx. - 


Qdds- bobs, this i is not biding fair for a good 
wife. If my young miſtreſs heels, when you, 
her near kinſman, would bring her to, what good 
can I expect of her? Beſides, I'm none of your 


fair weather-jacks, and what, thof I have cleared 


the monſieurs of ſome of their rhino, mahap Miſs 
may like ſome body better than me, and Ferry 


| Heer tgood would not be ſpliced with the beſt ſhe 


that ever wore a head, do you ſee, if ſhe muſt be 


towed to church, wind and tide 1 in her teeth. 


Eſq; STEADFAST.. 
Then you — off at once, Mr. Ferry ? 0 


Jerry, 
Avaſt, avaſt, Maſter, there's no harm in ſee- 


ing how the land lies T trow, I can venture un- 
der cover of that gentleman's fire; and if, on 


reconnoitering, I find her impregnable, except by 


ſtorm, it is but falling down to the windward, 
and I ſhall ſoon be clear of her, 


Enter Waiter. [To Sir John.] A gentleman to 
you, Sir. e 
Sir Jokx. 


Shew him in, pray. [ Enter Captain.) My ne- 


phew Wellbred, J rejoice to ſee you. Why the 
unneceſſary ceremony of ſending in | Previous to 


your entrance. 
CaApTAIN. 


4 
py ? 
i 
1 
_ 
% 
2M 
77 
1 
_ . 

I. 19 
48 
430 
"7M 
l 

2 2 5 

ö 

1 

85 

4 

I 

> 

2 

- 

TR”, 

Le 1 2 


—— rene EO er en 


The ENGLISH BRITONS. 25 


| ' Caprain. 

Call it reſpect, Sir, its true epithet. - I ſhould 
have reached this place ſome days ſooner, had 1 
not attended the ſittings at Guildball; the latter 
of which, I hoped, would have been deciſive, 
but Coke is to be ſearched, in order to invalidate 
an honeſt verdict given in favour of liberty, not- 
withſtanding the little probability of meeting, 
amoneſt thoſe valuable tenets, ſo pal pable a con- 
tradiction to reaſon and equity. 


Sir Jonx. 
Are all the cauſes determined? 


E | f 
They are, Sir. With the reſervation I men- 
tioned, I have collected the particulars of the 
proceedings, and the moſt material controverſies, 
for your peruſal, and the entertainment of this 
ſociety. They will be here in the morning, with 
my portmanteau ; when you will join with 15 in 
applauding that extraordinary young gentleman, 
who, by his ſtriking abilities in conducting, and 
= great reſolution in proſecuting, to a determina- 
4 tion, this cauſe of liberty, has intitled his name 
to immortality ; nor whilſt Phillips lives, ſhall 
fraud, injuſtice or oppreſſion appear ought bur 
2 what they are. He will not only penetrate, but 
ſtrip of their diſguiſe, and the voice of juſtice 
hall extol both his genius and undertakings. 


D Eſq; 1 


A — — 
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Eſq; STEADFAST. 

Give me your hand, Captainz this one ob- 
liging action has made me your friend for ever. 
We'll conclude the evening with our laſt new 


ſong; you'll join chorus, young gentleman? . * 
[To tbe Captain. I 


IERRV. 'F 
Well all bear a hand, I'Il warrant you. 3 
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HIS club of Old Britons, all loyal and true, 

Nor tenets, nor miniſters, love that are ne v; 

Nor fav'rites imported from ſouth or from north, 4 

Whoſe heads and whoſe hearts are nothing but 

froth Derry down, down, Sc. 

I. . 

A King we can boaſt, a Briton by birth, 2 

And bred in Britannia, that bleſs'd ſpot of earth, 
Tho? thick northern miſts before him do riſe, 
Yet we hope * will ſee with old Britiſh eyes. 

| Derry down, c. 


= 


At the helm of our ſtate may a Briton have place; 

And all extra Britons meet their juſt diſgrace : 

Shall a foreign pilot be truſted to ſteer 

Our national bark, and a Briton not fear? . 
5 Derry down, Ec. 


IV. Shall 
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Shall a Pitt in our kingdom neglected remain, 

Whoſe virtues are healing to wound or to ſtain ? 

As once we have found, though no ſooner made 
whole, 

Than ungrateful we prov'd to this true Britiſh 


ſoul. Derry down, Cc. 
V. 


Our crime if repented, and error perceived, 
And our folly ſincerely would wiſh to retrieve, 
Great Wilkes for our advocate we muſt obtain, 
Our pardon to ſeal, and wipe off our blame. 


Derry down, &c, 


5 


VL 
Ihen each other we'd love, on each other depend, 
Nor ſtroling abroad look out for a friend; 
If Briton by Briton neglected ſhould be, 
3 Farewell Engliſb _ and old liberty. 
Y Derry down, &c. 
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